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 Notes of a meeting of the Planning Committee  
held on Tuesday 11th August 2015 at 6.30 pm 

 
Present:  Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Mike Greenan,  
    
01.08.15 Apologies 
 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Jennifer Nettleship and Julie Baranek, Clerk. 
 
02.08.15 Acceptance & Signing of Notes 
 
  It was agreed that the notes of the last meeting held on 2nd June 2015 be approved and 

were signed by the Chairman. 
 
03.08.15 Planning Applications Received 
 
  The Committee considered the following applications: 
 
  15/000507/FUL – Erection of external metal balustrades, St Johns Road – No objection 

It was agreed that this was a well presented application.    
 
                        The Committee noted the following application: 
 
  15/00369/LBALT – External re-rendering to side and rear elevations – 86 North Parade – No 
  objection. 
 
  It was confirmed that both applications had been circulated to all Parish Councillors for  
  comment but that no responses had been received. 
 
04.08.15  Planning Outcomes 
 
   There were no planning outcomes to note. 
 
05.08.15 Update on Planning Applications/Signage 
 
  Gullivers – It was reported that although the large sign had been removed, an agreement 

had been made between Gullivers and DDDC to retain others.  The Clerk is still awaiting 
confirmation of the signs which will stay. 

 
 It was further confirmed in an e-mail dated 8th July from DDDC, that they have been assured 

in writing by the owner’s agent that proposals for an alternative acceptable advertising will be 
submitted later that month.  As yet nothing has been received.  It was reported that the Clerk 
has chased this up with both DDDC and the District Councillors.  

 
 Rita’s Fish Bar – It was reported that complaints had been received by the Parish Council 

regarding the signage.  DDDC has confirmed that two letters were sent to the proprietor of 
the fish bar detailing all of the unauthorised works.  The owners had been given 14 days for 
remedial works to be carried out before prosecution proceedings would be considered. This 
time period has now expired. 
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  It was further reported that Cllr Joyce Pawley has spoken to the Enforcement Officer at 
DDDC and confirmed that the owners did not seem to understand the significance of the 
matter, although the building is listed.  The owner confirmed that he is going to get an agent 
to deal with it.  The Enforcement Officer has stated that he will contact the owners again 
about the matter but he wants to reassure the Parish Council that as this matter concerns a 
listed building, it will be prioritised.   

 
 The Chairman reported that the Clerk had responded to Cllr Pawley to confirm that it was not 

just a matter of the building being listed but no planning consent had been received for the 
works and that the signage did not conform to ASCA. 

 
 The Fishpond – It was reported that DDDC had asked the owners of The Fishpond to stop 

current works at the back of their establishment as appropriate planning permission had not 
been sought for some of the works. 

  
06.08.15 Lighting on Upperwood Road 
 
 It was reported that the Clerk had requested that one of the lamps on Upperwood Road be 

included in the part night lighting scheme currently in operation on this road.   DCC has 
confirmed that in order to change this a new lantern would need to be fitted and in addition 
the part night lighting policy has now been superseded by the introduction of dimming LED 
lanterns so there is no justification to agree to this request. 

 
 At the request of residents of Upperwood Road, the Clerk asked if the light could be turned 

off completely.  DCC felt this would set an uncomfortable precedent to turn off lights on a 
public highway at the request of one or two residents.  The Clerk has informed DCC that an 
informal survey was done by residents of Upperwood Road who were all in agreement that 
the light be changed or turned off completely so it was therefore not at the request of one or 
two residents. 

 
 DCC has suggested that residents contact the street lighting maintenance team if they are 

experiencing problems with intruding lights to discuss options to shield the light. 
 

Cllr Trevor Bowmer was asked by the Committee to start a petition of the residents of 
Upperwood Road and Upperwood in connection with the TWO streetlamps causing distress 
and especially the danger to pedestrians and motorists from the one just above the narrow 
section of Upperwood Road.  This would then be submitted both individually and by the 
Parish Council to DCC.  The petition should have both the DCC and the PC in the heading 
for this to happen. The Committee was also concerned about future plans by DCC to replace 
wholesale sodium lamps with LED’s.  It was pointed out that research into other authorities 
had revealed that the glare from LED’s was a common problem on Safety, Environmental 
and Conservation issues.  Several authorities had been forced to abandon their program due 
to public opposition.   

  
07.08.15 Consultation on Derbyshire & Derby Development Plan 
 
  The Committee discussed the Development Plan and the comments received from Cllr 

Trevor Bowmer and Mike Greenan. 
 
 It was confirmed that the link to the plan had been circulated to all Parish Councillors but no 

comments had been received. 
 
 The Committee agreed a response and the Clerk would be asked to forward it on – see 

attached report.    
 
08.08.15 Any other business 
 
  Street Furniture – It was confirmed that a complaint had been received regarding the  
  amount of street furniture on North and South Parades.  It was noted that this had been sent 
  to the County Councillor. 



  
 

 
Holme Road (outside Heart Jewel) – Removal of Parking Sign Restriction of 1 hour 
 
It was reported that this issue had been raised with DCC in August 2013 and at the time it 
had been agreed to remove it.  To date it has not.  The Chairman reported that the Clerk has 
contacted DCC to ascertain why it has not been removed. 
 
Holme Road – Double Yellow Lines at the Top of the Road 
 
It was reported that this issue had been raised in July 2013 as it was felt to be a hazard for 
drivers manoeuvring up and down the road.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish 
Council had been assured that this ‘job’ would be added to the list of orders to be done when 
they are next in the area doing traffic orders in order that the cost can be spread out over a 
number of schemes.  To date nothing has been done. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the Clerk had contacted the Project Engineer on 27th July 
asking why no action has been taken after two years.  She responded by saying that they 
will not be taking on any additional orders at the present time.  The Clerk has responded by 
pointing out that this is not a new order.  No further response has been received to date. 

 
  Walk Round – It was reported that Cllrs Garry Purdy, Joyce Pawley and officers of DDDC 

would be walking round Matlock Bath shortly to look at conservation and planning laws to 
establish if anything can be done by DDDC to improve the street scene.  Cllr Purdy has 
assured the Parish Council that they will be kept informed of any developments. 

   
 
09.08.15 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting will be held when business dictates. 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 19.45   
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Response to Derbyshire and Derby Minerals Local Plan 
 

The Committee wished to thank DCC for consulting us on the plan. 
 
Matlock Bath Parish Council recognizes the significant role of mineral extraction in the surrounding area 
and, in particular, its importance to employment and the local economy. The need for the extraction of 
aggregate crushed rock is of national importance and will be part of our environment for the forseeable 
future. 
  
We note that several quarries have permissions which extend to 2042. Of these, Middle Peak is not 
currently producing.  Harveydale has permission for residential development and we assume extraction of 
hard rock will now cease. The permission for Slinter Top, which is currently in production, expires in 2021. 
  
The Plan allows for the extraction of aggregate for at least 10 years.  It allows for the opening of new 
quarries if significant economic/social benefits can be shown. 
  
The building of HS2 could lead to substantial demand for aggregate. We note that Ball Eye, Middle Peak, 
Middleton Mine, Hoe Grange, Crich and Dene quarries have existing permissions and could restart 
production at any time. The national need and the economic benefits to the local community would be 
difficult to deny. 
  
If this happens, we ask that the bulk of aggregate should be moved by rail. There are existing and 
redundant routes which could be utilised, providing possible long term transport infrastructure benefits to 
the Dales and Peaks.  
  
Matlock Bath is a tourist destination, vital to our local community.  It is already adversely affected by heavy 
traffic. If increased HGV movement is to be expected and for a prolonged period, we ask that consideration 
be given to the creation of a bypass route minimising the effect on Derbyshire Dales. This could revitalise 
tourism, which is a major employer. 
  
If carefully planned and implemented, balancing the need for aggregate and hard rock with the importance 
of leisure and tourism, the plan could result in benefits to everyone. In particular, HS2 as a major national 
infrastructure project, might justify the creation of new transport links or the upgrading of others. 
  
We ask that the Parish Council be kept informed of all developments which could impact on our community 
throughout the period of the plan. 
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